
WELCOME TO GRADE THREE! 

My name is Mrs. G. Porco and I will be your child’s 

third grade teacher this year.  I am looking forward 

to working alongside you in your child’s education 

this year.  At the beginning of each month, our 

Grade 3 Gazette will be available on the school web-

site.  It will outline upcoming events and our course 

of study.   

 
We are a Catholic Learning Community and we want 

to provide a safe, positive, learning environment for 

all children.  Students are expected to follow the 

classroom/school rules:    

1. Respect Yourself. 

2. Respect Others. 

3. Respect Property. 

NUT SAFE SNACKS 

Snacks and lunches are eaten in the classroom.  Please 

send a litterless lunch.  Snack packaging, containers, 

wrappers and napkins will be taken home in their lunch 

bags.  This will lessen movement in the classroom.  It will 

also allow you to see exactly what items your child has 

eaten during snack and lunch.  Any garbage will be taken 

home.  Please note:  NOTRE DAME IS A NUT-SAFE 

SCHOOL .  Please check food labels to ensure that all 

foods sent to school are nut-free.  Thank you for your co-

operation in this very  important matter.    

Ensure that your child is able to open all items in his/

her lunch and snacks independently.  Also, please re-

member to pack spoons/forks (as needed) as these are 

not available at the school.   

This is a different school year.  Health and safety are very 

important.  Handwashing  is important.  Please review with 

your child the proper way to wash your hands.  We will 

review this in the classroom as well.  Students are ex-

pected to keep all belongings with them at their desk.  A re

-useable water bottle may be on their desk top.  Water 

bottles should be taken home every night.  Students will 

keep any personal items (backpacks, lunches, snack, coats/

jackets at their own desk.  Students will not be changing 

their shoes as was done in the past.  They are to wear the 

shoes they wear to school.  Students will not be sharing 

items.  Please speak with your child about the importance 

of not sharing snacks/lunches or writing utensils.  All stu-

dents will use their own materials for school.  I am includ-

ing a list of supplies that your child will need for this school 

year.  Please note:  we are not using agendas this year.   

You will need to call the office in lieu of sending a note.   

My email is:  gporco@bhncdsb.ca.  I check my e-mail after 

dismissal at the end of the school day. 

 

Please check  Brightspace daily. 

 

 

GRADE THREE GAZETTE 

 



 

It is strongly and highly recommended that your 

child wear a mask.  Please ensure that your child is 

able to correctly put on and take off the mask.  

Each child is provided a zip-lock bag (attached with 

a magnet to the left side of their desk ) where they 

can store their masks while they eat.  It is recom-

mended that they bring more than one mask to 

school.  Students must ask for permission to leave 

their seat.   

 

The hallways are labelled with arrows showing the 

flow of direction in the hallways.  Physical distanc-

ing must take place.  Review this with your child. 

 

Recess will be a walk and talk time.  Please do not 

send toys to school.  Students are going outside for 

some fresh air.   

 

Arrival at school:  Please note that par-

ents/guardians will not be allowed on the 

school property.  Please use the kiss and 

drop area.  Children must walk to their 

classroom independently.  If you need to 

talk to the office, please call  ahead and 

make an appointment.  Your child will go 

directly to his/her classroom upon arrival at 

the school.  He/She will wash their hands 

and sit down at their desk.  Grade 3 Stu-

dents will enter using the middle doors by 

the front of the school.  This is the bus en-

trance as well.  Students will be dismissed 

by these same doors at dismissal time.   

 

Grade 3 Supplies List 

Please label everything with your 

child’s name.  Thank you. 

-zippered pencil case 

-pencils (HB #2 is recommended)  ) 

-red pen 

-blue pen 

-highlighters (two different colours) 

-calculator 

-Crayola washable markers (for art work) 

-black sharpie (for art work) 

-pencil crayons, sharpened 

-backpack 

--eraser 

-metric ruler (cm ruler please) 

--2 large good quality glue sticks 

-1 bottle of white glue 

-self-contained pencil sharpener 

- Kleenex for personal use 

- face masks (highly recommended) 

 

Agendas are free of charge this year.  We are 

not using them as an organizational tool but 

rather as a resource.  All student agendas will 

remain at school where students can access 

the resources included in them.  E.g. multipli-

cation table, prayers, etc.   



CURRICULUM CORNER 

Our school runs on a five-day cycle.   

GYM:   

Gym will take place outside weather permitting.  No contact sports and no equipment will be 

used for gym.  Students should come to school prepared for physical activity outside.  Please 

apply sunscreen at home for the day and be ready for physical activity any day. 

HEALTH:   

Our first unit in Health will focus on Personal Safety.   Students will apply their understanding 

of good safety practices by developing safety guidelines for a variety of places and situations 

outside the classroom.  (e.g. water safety, home fire safety and emergency plans, etc.) 

HOME READING: 

Please read nightly with your child.  The students are expected to read nightly for homework.  

They may read chapter books they have at home.  Students should be reading for at least 15-

20 minutes each night. 

LITERACY: 

We will begin the year by writing about ourselves.  Then we will focus on paragraph writing.  

A paragraph includes a topic sentence, details, and a concluding sentence.   

Students will be expected to write a paragraph of at least 5 sentences independently.   

 

We will also be focusing on using better answers in our writing.  We will be answering ques-

tions using the answer sandwich.  We will be looking for restating the question in the answer 

and giving a gist statement.  We will focus on providing two valid details from the text or your 

own ideas and using transition words, such as first, next, then, etc.  A concluding statement 

will finish off our best answer model. 

 

We will also be reading a novel, Third Grade Angels, during our literacy block.  I will read the 

novel aloud to the students.  Students will be focusing on comprehension and reading strate-

gies as we read the novel aloud together as a class. 

 



CURRICULUM CORNER CONTINUED 

 FRENCH:  

Madame P. Thaychuk is teaching the French program to the Grade 3 Students.  

French will take place on Days  1, 2, 4 and 5. 

MATH: 

There is a new math curriculum.   

Our first unit will focus on Number Sense.  We will be reviewing addition and sub-

traction facts.  Then we will review adding and subtracting with re-grouping.  Stu-

dents in Grade Three are expected to add and subtract 3 digit numbers.  There will 

be a test at the end of each math unit this year.  Students will be given a review as-

signment prior to the test.  The review is expected to be completed at home and re-

turned on the day of the test.  The review assignment will be graded as well as the 

test.   

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

Students will begin the year by studying Early Settlers.  Students will compare life in 

the 1800’s as compared to life today.  They will investigate some of the challenges 

the early settlers faced in a new land.  We will talk about food, chores, school life, 

buildings and occupations of the early settlers.  Students will: 

• compare ways of life among some specific groups in Canada around the begin-

ning of the 19th century and describe some of the changes between that era and 

the present day. 

• Investigate some of the major challenges that different groups and communities 

faced in Canada from around 1780-1850 

• Identify some of the communities in Canada around the beginning of the 19th 

century and describe their relationships to the land and to each other. 

There will be a culminating assignment towards the end of our unit.  More infor-

mation will follow as we complete our unit. 

 

 



CURRICULUM CORNER 

SCIENCE: 

Our first unit will focus on Soil.   At the end of each science unit there will be a culminating 

take-home assignment.  Students will receive an outline of the expectations with the take-

home assignment.   

 

RELIGION: 

Our first unit will concentrate on the Mass and the responses for Mass.  We will also look at 

prayers.  Students will have a culminating activity at the end of each unit.  Students are ex-

pected to participate in classroom liturgies.  Christian Meditation will take place everyday.  

This is a quiet time of reflection.  Students are expected to participate respectfully and daily 

in Christian Meditation.  Christian Meditation has many forms and we will be learning about 

the different forms of Christian Meditation this year.  We will begin with quiet Christian Medi-

tation for the month of September.  There will be no school masses or assemblies until fur-

ther notice. 

 

TESTS: 

Students will be give the dates of tests and assignments several days in advance so that they 

can prepare.  The students in Grade 3 will NOT be writing the EQAO Primary Assessment this 

year.  However, the EQAO website (www.eqao.com) has many practice questions along with 

answers that you can use.  There are three categories:  reading, writing and math.  Grade 

Three  Math tests will be preceded with a take-home review assignment.  The review assign-

ment will look like the math test. Math tests will include various types of questions including:  

math journals and multiple choice questions.    

 

 



DESKS 

Students will be using desks this year.  I realize that this is the first opportunity for some 

students to have a desk for the first time.  Students will be expected to keep their desk 

clean and tidy and uncluttered at all times.  No personal items, e.g. toys, are allowed in 

their desks.   

 

ABSENTEEISM 

Please call the office when your child is absent from school.  905-765-0649 

 

MEET THE TEACHER:  

I will be calling families after the first week of school.  If you have any questions/

concerns, you can call me at the school or e-mail me.  Please note:  I only check e-mail 

at the end of the school day. 

 

Please note:  Should you wish to speak to me, please call me at the school (905-765-

0649)  or e-mail me (gporco@bhncdsb.ca) and we can arrange a meeting.   

Thank you. 

 

As we journey together through the many adventures to come, may we find many treasures in the 

learning process.  I am very happy to be your child’s third grade teacher this year.  Should you have 

any questions or concerns, please call me at the school.  I am sure that with hard work and  

dedication we will have a great  school year!   

I am looking forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. G. Porco 


